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Dear Friends,
In this issue we’d like to share more about what we do to rehabilitate
our rescued animals. Our unofficial motto is Whatever It Takes, and
several recent cases have tasked us to do just that.
For some, it can mean time. It can easily take six months to rehabilitate
a severely malnourished horse like Defense Team, a 15 year-old
former racehorse rescued in February (pictured above). He arrived
with a body condition score of only a “1,” the lowest on the scale, and
could barely walk. Four months later he is still
thin, but is gaining slowly and steadily. (Read
more about him on page 2.) Solo, rescued last
November, is another example. It took months,
a lot of feed, love and patience, but he is now
Solo
fully recovered and ready to be adopted.
For others, it can mean veterinary care and surgical procedures.
While all rescues receive thorough health evaluations, vaccinations
and Coggins test, many need more attention. Valentine, a neglected
Appaloosa mare, arrived with a huge cancerous tumor on her left eye.
We had our veterinarian remove the tumor and are now waiting to see
if she’ll need another operation by a veterinary opthalmologist. We
were suprised to learn Valentine has sight in that eye, and we are doing whatever it takes to save it.
Then there is training. Many of our rescues have been abused and/or neglected, resulting in the
need to restore or establish their trust and to make them adoptable. We invest in professional
trainers, such as Mario Arroyave (see feature on page 4) who patiently and expertly works with
our horses five days a week.

Thank You Julie! ................... 7

We could not do Whatever It Takes without your donations and support. I am grateful to all those
who have and continue to make our work possible.

www.helpthehorses.org

Laurie Waggoner

Executive Director’s Update

D

oing whatever it takes includes significant improvements to the structure of South Florida SPCA. Not
long ago, the average number of horses and animals in our
care was 15-20. Now, we seldom have fewer than 60 and we
don’t foresee that number declining. In order to ensure our
ability to meet the needs of the Miami-Dade community,
we are implementing positive changes created during our
recent strategic planning session.
The addition of a few more key people to our board of directors will happen in July,
and these together with our existing directors will move forward with plans to increase
funding, acquire additional land, and expand our official policies and procedures. We
are already feeling the positive effects generated by Lorraine Leal of Leal Financial as
our CPA, a fellow horse lover who lives near our ranch.
To help manage increasing operational costs, currently about $40,000 per month, we
are creating a legacy giving program. Through this, donors can make an easy gift simply
by arranging to leave money to SFSPCA in their will. Other forms include charitable
remainder trusts, charitable lead trusts and life insurance. To learn more, contact me
directly at 305-450-2508 or john@helpthehorses.org. Of course, you should consult
your financial advisor or attorney whenever you are considering a legacy gift.
Land space is also being addressed. We are currently working on clearing 10 of 26 acres
at the Homestead Air Reserve Base leased to the society by Miami-Dade County, which
will be used to handle overflow when we are called to rescue a large number of horses.
Finally, we are always looking for ways to improve communications. Please let us know
what you think of our newsletter so that we may connect with you best. - John P. Capurso

Fighting for Defense Team

W

ith ears pricked and coppery coat gleaming in
the sun, the handsome chestnut eagerly trots
over to Vicky, knowing it’s feeding time. It has been
four months since Defense Team, an abandoned 15
year-old former racehorse found wandering along a
Hialeah road, was brought to SFSPCA. Some refer to
him as our “Miracle Horse” because his prognosis,
unlike his now shiny coat, was very, very dim.
Down to skin and bone, Defense Team
immediately collapsed to the stall floor at
the ranch. Getting him on his feet was key
to his survival but he couldn’t do it without
help, and he struggled for days. He received
immediate vet care and was put on a careful
feeding program so as not to shock his system, and blanketed to preserve his body heat.
While we gave him our all, we didn’t know if he would make it. We worried about organ
failure because he simply had nothing else to metabolize. We celebrated when he finally
got up on his own, but were still concerned. Then one day he surprised us by breaking
into a trot, then a canter in the yard when he heard feed buckets being filled. That’s
when we knew he was going to be okay, and it was a very emotional moment for us all.
Though he is still thin and will take a couple more months to regain his proper weight,
Defense Team is thriving. The tremendous joy we feel from saving him will only be
exceeded when he is placed with an adopter who will give him the good life he fought
so hard for, and so richly deserves. - Grace Delanoy
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The South Florida Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals is an independent nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization
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Chapter 828 which defines animal cruelty, abandonment
and neglect. It is not part of or supported by a national or
governmental agency, nor associated with the A.S.P.C.A. or
any other agency or charity. Operating funds come from the
donations of money, services and personal efforts of private
individuals and companies.

EVENTS

Trail Riders Rally for SFSPCA
Saturday, August 16 • Robbie’s Feed & Supply
10am-5pm • 22390 SW 177th Ave., Miami, FL 33170

Topper says come on down to Robbie’s for all-day fun with fresh baked goods for sale, raffles
with great prizes including a $500 Robbie’s gift card! SFSPCA volunteers and South Florida Trail
Riders members on hand all day. Buy raffle tickets at Robbie’s or call Julie at 786-261-9020.

2nd Annual Hunter Derby

Sunday, September 21 • Parkland Equestrian Center Grounds
6:30am Schooling / 8am Derby • 8350 Ranch Rd., Parkland, FL 33067

2013 2’6” Winner Jenna George and Espresso de Milan
with Clever Jump’s custom jump auctioned for SFSPCA.

The Parkland Horseman’s Association/Millpond Farm Hunter Derby is a beautiful showcase
of amateur adult and youth riders and their mounts, and is an exciting event for participants
and spectators alike. Demonstrations, vendors and gourmet food trucks, and silent auction
to benefit SFSPCA. For more information visit www.millpondfarmequestrian.com. Event
contact: Jackie George, thefourgeorges@comcast.net or 954-646-3774.

Par For The
Horse 2014
Sincere thanks to all players, donors,
attendees and committee at the 11th
Annual Lowell S. & Betty L. Dunn
Family Foundation Par For The Horse
Challenge Tournament & Luncheon.
Hosted May 9 at Miami Shores Golf
& Country Club, the event raised over
$78,000 for SFSPCA, meeting and
exceeding the challenge goal! It was
a beautiful day for our golfers, and
luncheon guests enjoyed the auction
and raffle with our emcee, radio
host Joe Johnson. Special thanks to
co-chairs Connie Cioffi, Kimberly
Rodstein and Chris Clements!
Photos courtesy of William Seltzer & Ken Tannenbaum.

Radio host and event emcee
Joe Johnson.

Our 2014 Par For The Horse winners:
Team Southern Display hosted by Chris Clements.

Team iWorks on the green.

Stasia Rudolph, Miami Beach Commissioner
Michael Grieco and Julie Johnson.

Silent auction and raffle.

Lisa Delmar, Jessica Anderson, Suzanne Witrock and
Cindy Eisenberg.

Sherra McLeod, Lisa Gunther,
Miguel Guerra and Susie Martell.

Plantation Equestrian Foundation officers came to
personally present SFSPCA with a $4,200 donation.

SFSPCA Open House

O

n Sunday, April 6 it was our turn to give back to all those who
support our mission at the 2nd Annual SFSPCA Open House.
After the ranch was beautifully spiffed up, we opened our doors to well
over 200 people. Each of our resident rescues greeted guests and eagerly
accepted treats and affection. The Plantation Equestrian Foundation
presented us with a very generous donation to support our work. Big
thanks to our professional trainers who gave demonstrations in the
round pen. The food trucks were a hit, keeping our guests supplied
with drinks and snacks, and kids had a great time with activities set up
especially for them. We also celebrated Defense Team’s 15th birthday
that day, who did a “meet and greet” and got to enjoy his own birthday
cake, carrot cake, naturally. Thanks to everyone who came out, and we
hope to see you and many more next year!
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AT THE RANCH

Training: Mario’s magic touch

I

nvesting in professional training is a very important part of successfully
rehabilitating and rehoming rescued horses. “The hardest part is undoing
what someone else has already taught the horse. Without the training, no one
wants to adopt them,” said Laurie Waggoner. For the past 18 months, trainer
Mario Arroyave has made a critical difference in many of our horses’ lives by
making them more adoptable. Five days a week he applies his 35 years of training
experience and instinctual horse sense, and it pays off. Not only does he work
with the horses, but he also works with the adopters, notes Laurie. “He goes over
and above,” she said.
Mario’s specialty is training Paso Finos, but has worked with other breeds as well.
Mario Arroyave.
He understands the connection between horses and humans and how that bond Mario on recently-adopted Donatello.
can assist in the training process. “I love what I do,” he says. “It’s rewarding when you finish and you get the result that you wanted. When
you like horses, you feel that connection a lot. The horses can sense you’re in tune with them.” Mario is currently working with Wildfire,
Love, and Nero who is blind in one eye. “It’s important for people to see what is being done at the SPCA. I think it’s amazing, there are
wonderful things going on here,” he said. - Beth Wolfsohn

Volunteering: If the boot fits...

W

New rescue Gretchen feeling the love from volunteers.

Upcoming Volunteer Orientation
& Horse Safety Classes
Saturdays: JULY 12 • SEPT 13 • OCT 11

hat is a SFSPCA Volunteer? A very special individual who doesn’t necessarily
know anything about horses, and may even have a fear of them, but takes
the initiative to sign up, show up and become willing to learn for the sake of the
rescued animal. They go through the orientation and buy their boots and SPCA
gear to represent the horses they love. It’s a person who freely offers their time,
donations, sweat, tears, weaknesses, strengths and smiles in order to advance the
well-being of a forgotten, abused, neglected, starved and/or injured horse and help
bring life and spirit back to its body. They groom, graze, bathe, shovel, push, pull,
tear down, rebuild, wash, scrub, organize, sweep, hammer, lift, dump, pour and any
other thing necessary to keep the stables maintained, safe and cozy for our furry
friends.

They get stinky and dirty, and love every minute of it!
If this sounds like you, pull on your boots and go check out the “Get Involved” tab
on our website at www.helpthehorses.org.

Education & Outreach: Sharing our mission

E

ducating the public, especially our youth, is a very important part of our mission at South
Florida SPCA. Susie Martell, our Education/Outreach Coordinator, is also a very dedicated
Kindergarten teacher and recently presented the work of SFSPCA at her school’s Career Day.
Rapt with attention, the kids learned about responsible horse
care, and were most impressed with the transformations some
of our rescues have made. It was an unforgettable experience
for the students, and Susie, too!
At the ranch, Susie welcomes youth and adult groups and clubs for a fun and impactful day of learning
all about what we do, as well as meeting and treating our rescued horses and other animals hands-on.
It’s also a fun way for students to earn service hours. This summer we are looking forward to visits
from Blue Water Farm, Millpond Farm and Tropical Elementary School...photos to come in the next
newsletter!
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Interested in bringing your group to our ranch? Please contact Susie Martell at: susie@helpthehorses.org.

AT THE RANCH

Rescue: Answering the call for help

S

ince our last newsletter we have been
called to rescue 12 horses, two goats
and one pig. We also picked up three sheep,
and were suprised with one more when we
arrived at the ranch – a baby lamb was born
in the trailer on the way (!), bringing the
number of recently-rescued animals to 19.
While all of our rescues are important, it was
the June 1 discovery of eight starved mares
that stirred the strongest emotions and an
outpouring of public support. The all-mare
band of six Thoroughbreds and two Quarter
Horses all scored a “1” on the body condition
scale, the lowest score possible. One of the

Thoroughbreds didn’t make it, passing away
in a comfortable stall at our ranch despite
our efforts. Police charged the horses’ owner
with animal cruelty, media covered the story,
and we went about the job of saving them
with quality feed, safe shelter, veterinary
attention and farrier care.
A special fund was set up for “The Eight
Bays,” and between donations made online
and sent to the ranch close to $8,000 was
raised to help us with their care. Our heartfelt
thanks goes out to all who contributed, we
simply could not do this work without your
generosity.

Right now the mares and all our other
rescued horses and animals in rehabilitation
are coming along nicely, and we have every
hope they will all be restored to health
and become adoptable, our ultimate goal.
Updates to come in the next newsletter.

Adoption News: Happy trails and tales

C

ongratulations and thank you to all who opted to adopt from South Florida SPCA! Since our last newsletter, Alabama, Charm, Chex,
Donatello, Donnavan, Fergie, Mango, Ready, Rita and our family of sheep have gone to their forever homes. We heard from Lynn W.
who adopted Sierra, and learned our former brochure cover girl is now on track for a FHRA state title in the men’s division! Arleen D.
let us know our Buttermilk, now her Luna, gave birth to a beautiful filly she named Orly Mae. Arleen’s brother Orly died the day before
she met her adopted mare. Said Arleen, “I am convinced my brother Orly had something to do with it. It is like he knew I needed this.
Thank you Laurie for making my brother’s plan for me happen.” We love these happy tales, and wish the best for our rescues and adopters.

Luna and Orly Mae
Chex

Donatello

Mango

Sierra at SFSPCA

Sierra and Matt Goodman

Victoria’s new flock!

...and baby, too!
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ADVOCACY

Equine Welfare: Victoria McCullough honored

C

ongratulations to Victoria McCullough for receiving the Earle I.
Mack Thoroughbred Champion Award at the Belmont Stakes
Charity Celebration on June 5. This award is annually given to an
individual for outstanding efforts and influence on Thoroughbred
racehorse welfare, safety, and retirement.
McCullough, chairman of the board
of Chesapeake Petroleum, has made
tremendous strides using her own
resources in preventing the reinstitution
of horse slaughter in the U.S. and in the
fight to stop the export of horses across
the country’s borders. She achieved
the de-funding of USDA inspection of
horse slaughterhouses by enlisting the
help of key governmental officials and
the presidential administration. McCullough’s love for horses has
led to her personally purchasing more than 4,000 horses from kill
pens, funding their care, and finding them new homes. She owns
two farms in Wellington, Fla., where she has brought many of these
rescues to be rehabilitated.

“If anyone deserves to be
honored for outstanding
achievements to protect
horses, it is Victoria
McCullough,” said Equine
Advocates
President,
Susan Wagner.
“She
has accomplished what
no one has ever done
by gaining the support
Victoria McCullough treating one of her rescued horses.
of the administration
against horse slaughter which is opposed by the vast majority of
Americans. Victoria gathered the science and the facts to prove how
slaughtering horses for food is unethical because it is toxic and a
serious threat to human health and food safety. Thanks to Victoria’s
continuing dedication and generosity I believe we are now on our
way to reaching the ultimate goal of a permanent federal ban of
horse slaughter.”

On Friday, July 25, McCullough will also receive the Safe Home
Equine Protection Award at the Equine Advocates 13th Annual
Awards Dinner & Charity Auction in Saratoga Springs, NY.

Finally, our sincere thanks to Victoria
for adopting three sheep and a baby
lamb from South Florida SPCA, and
providing them with a safe and loving
home for life at the beautiful Mida Farms
in Wellington.

Funding: Your donations make a difference!

S

outh Florida SPCA is currently home to 57 horses, six cows, one goat, one
pig and six outreach/ranch ambassadors. That’s a lot of mouths to feed! It
costs nearly $500,000 each year to care for our rescues; veterinary costs can reach
$7,000 per month or more, and the average monthly feed bill is over $12,000.
While we have an excellent record
of rehoming our horses and other
animals, some are not adoptable while
they’re involved in legal proceedings,
some lasting more than a year. During
this process, we continue to provide
shelter, feed, veterinary care and farrier
services. As the only go-to resource
for Miami-Dade law enforcement, the
existence of SFSPCA means the life or
death difference to horses and farm
animals in need. Your donations make
that difference, and we thank you on
behalf of all our rescues.
Samantha and Laurie are dwarfed by one of the three
850 lb. hay bales the horses go through each week out
in the pasture!

Thank you to PRESTIGE HORSE FLY MASKS for the
very kind donation of masks for our horses! They are
much more comfortable with them, especially Valentine
(pictured at right) as she recuperates from her cancerous
eye tumor removal. We appreciate your thoughtfulness!
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THANK YOU TO THESE MAJOR DONORS
FOR THEIR RECENT GENEROSITY!
The Lowell S. & Betty L. Dunn Family Foundation
Julie Shelton
Laverna Zeley Testamentary Trust
Jerome A. Yavitz Charitable Foundation
John V. Cioffi Foundation
Plantation Equestrian Foundation
Victoria McCullough
Penny Ellison
Mango’s Tropical Cafe
Holland & Knight
Kathleen Monahan
Christopher Clements
Horse Lover from Michigan
Cathy L. Jones
Ismael & Lisette Del Rosario
Gabooney Foundation
Lynn Weston
Jerrold & Jane Goodman
Eleanor Miller
Debbie Bowman

Thank You Julie!
An extremely generous donation by volunteer Julie Shelton (pictured below left with Ash)
went toward the purchase of much-needed replacements for our outdoor arena stalls. A
big, hardworking group of volunteers (below right) responded in kind on May 17, spending
the day tearing down the old and erecting the new. The horses appreciate it, and so do we!

In Memoriam

Birthday Honors

In Memory of Venus Robinson

Nancy Bloom - 4/12

In Memory of Mary Faso

Stasia Rudolph - 3/25

August 14, 1999-May 2, 2014
Beloved friend, companion and working
partner of Ellyn and Lewis Robinson.
from Eleanor Miller and Stasia Rudolph
from Deirdre Flynn

from Joan Taugher, Maureen Harwitz,
Patricia Bennett, Susan Levinson,
Ellyn Robinson, Caren Culley,
Carol Ann Klein and Ellen Grossman
from Grace Delanoy

YES! I WANT TO HELP THE HORSES!
Please use my tax-deductible contribution indicated below to positively impact the lives of South Florida S.P.C.A. rescues in
need, and help provide safety, shelter, food, veterinary care and training.

$1000

$750

$500

Check Enclosed: ___________

$250
$________

Charge my Credit Card:
________________________________________

$100

$75

$50

$25

$10

______________________________________
PHONE OR EMAIL

Birthday or Memorial Donation? Print Honoree Name
and Message Below:

CARD NUMBER							

______________________________________

________________________________________

______________________________________

PRINT NAME

________________________________________
SIGNATURE

__________________
EXP. DATE

__________________
SECURITY CODE

ONLINE donations accepted at: www.helpthehorses.org
P.O. Box 924088 • Homestead, FL 33092
305-825-8826 • info@helpthehorses.org

The South Florida Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals is an independent non-profit 501(c)(3) organization operating under the guidelines of
Florida State Statues Chapter 828 which defines animal cruelty, abandonment and neglect. It is not part of or supported by a national or governmental
agency, nor associated with the A.S.P.C.A. or any other agency or charity. Operating funds come from the donations of money, services and personal efforts
of private individuals and companies.
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P.O. Box 924088, Homestead, Florida 33092
305-825-8826 • info@helpthehorses.org
www.helpthehorses.org

JUSTICE, RESCUED JULY 7, 2013

Dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation and adoption of abused, neglected
and abandoned horses and other large animals in Miami-Dade, Florida.

